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Mesirat Nefesh

S. Smiles
i Pinchas ‘ oo AI vi ‘I(\S"Pi ced - R- Tt h
' 108. Pinchas’ Reward (25:10) . . .. .. ....... 3 ! PerhaPS the best
109. Orders to Attack Midian (25:16) . ... ... way to express this idea is to sdy that just as the human
t10. The New Census: Reuben (26:1) .. ..... / ot . . X
o comprises,body and neshama (soul), the mind itself comprises
122. Dividing the Land (26:52) ........... an outer, mord earthbound layer, and an inner more elevated
123. Tally of the Levites (26:57) .. ... ...... )
124. Tzelafchad's Daughters (27:2) ... ... ... core. ,
’ 125. Inheritance for Daughters (27:6) ....... : T
[ 126. Moses Told to Prepare for Death (27:12) . . ' !
127. Joshua Chosen to Replace Moses (27:15) . . ;l(p i onP-f rmf)7 51,‘: W&"f /\1d I:] A T- d ,8

128. The Daily. Sacrifice (28:1) . ........... .
129. The Additional Sabbath Offering (28:9) . . . earthquake followed the wind, but God was not in the earthquake. '?A fire

followed the earthquake, but God was not in the fire; andflfter came a still,
i small voice. *When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle, went

3 | | 5

-~ There are two parts to the mind — an outer part, the mabat _| i What are the elements which the da’as holds? A brief

 hachitzoni, the "outer view” or “outer eye”, and the innerpart, | onsideration shows that they are all the things which are most
the mabat ha'pnimi, the “inner view” or “inner eye”. The “outer | important in one’s inner life. Some of the components of da’as
eye” is easy to define in words: it is that part of the mind which | 416 the knowledge of one’s own existence (this is the primary
grasps the world through the five senses, and it includes the knowledge of the da'as);_the knowledge of the present; the
rational or logical faculty. It deals therefore with tt\e:f' ite, the knowledge of one’s own free will; the grasp that life h as
measurable, the arithmetical, the logical. Anything which this | meaning; the' grasp of intrinsic right and wrong: and ultimately, ‘

;. faculty can grasp can be expressed in words, can be tested and | . theda’asis the vessel of consciousness of a transcendent reality’

. proved. Perfect communication can be achieved between

people at thislevel.”

L, | . " An examination of this list will show that although these

" All the aspects of our consciousness, and consciousness . . o . .

. issues are certainly critically important to the concept of being
itself, which are not included in this definition, comprise the
- " human, they cannot be proved. Although one knows them most
“inner eye”, the da’as. The da’as is intrinsic knowledge. It grasps , .
profoundly, they cannot be put into words.

\

|

; things as they are and because they are, not because they can be
measured or proved or expressed. In fact, the things which the

da ever b d, proved d. They g L
a’as knows can never be expressed, proved or measure ?  How can one ever begin to think about
are never phﬁncal or finite. No machine could ever contain any o emlogically? The ans_‘—""‘—-—-gm————wer ‘s simple and ota stas th

____81___.2_
of the knowledge of the da’as. This inner aspect of knowledge P ggering. Justasthe
] extemal mind must be used to grasp those things which are
| is you, the real you. The outer mechanical aspects of the mind
hich be duplicated by machine are not vou. thev are accessrble to it, so too the da’as jtself must be used for its
which can be cuplicated by .machine are not you, they are matenal One must never attempt to use the one mode for the

|

/

E

/ externally are simply registered like elements in a computer

simply your tools, attributes which the inner mind uses to matenal of the other :
. e E . %
communicate with the world. Things which you know ‘ .
program; things which you know mtemallv are not registered, 5
they are the i inner knowledge itself. l CT ‘-‘-w |
- ] A direct b\.uldmg of the da as is true medxtatlon Here too,

g the words are: necessanly misleading. Those who uniderstand

‘ " Inamoststriking illustration of this, Rabbi meditation teach that one must “switch off the mind” in order
‘ Dessler explains that the external mind is like a camera. A tomeditate. Tlusmstructlon, like all da’as experiences clumsily

camera can take a picture of anything in the world, except the- put into words, is exactly the opposite of what an initiate
camera itself! The camera cannot be tumed in on itself without understands. “Switching off” the mind i is not meditation, it is’

breaking. The outer mind’s logical, arithmetical finite eye can unconsciousness! Relaxing perhaps, but not meditation.
never be focused on the inner zone. It must always be focused Meditation is a “switching on” of the mind! But of course these
| outward, at the external world, and the raw, intrinsic words are meaningless, so the instruction is to switch off;
- wholesome faculty of da’as must be used to grasp its own however, what is meant is to switch off the external mind, that is

- existence and facets. exactly the way to activate the da’as.
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The tool most needed to develop inner knowledge is silence. |
Since all of the im.'ler wisdom can never be putintowords,only | j5 found in the aggadic description of the process of birth. The
| silence can contain it. Let us strive to understand. | fetus learns Torah with an angel, as we have noted previously.
Words are finite. Words, no matter how perfectly chosen | - When the unborn child knows all of the Torah in the deepest

A most potentillustration of the constricting effect of speech

| and eloquent, are fragments of meaning. They are the bits and . way and begins the process of transition into this world, the
pleces which communication struggles to construct. One who : angel strikes him on the mouth and he forgets all that he knew.
i is sensitive knows that the deeper the experience and thecloser | Thigis strange: why a blow on the mouth? Surely a blow on the

lto one’s core the subject being communicated, the more difficult head is more appropriate to causing forgetfulness? But the -
lt_LilQ.elpﬂiSi The most significant things to be shared in life } inexplessibly beautiful idea being taught here, say the mystical
|re uire no words, demand silence. Words intrude at these ' sources, is that the blow on the mouth is the gift of speech! A
|t1mes, reduce the moment to a parody of its real self. Thereisa. blow, mystically, is always a chal@gmgmMﬂﬂapL

particular agony in most powerfully needing to share the most new faculty or level, and on the mouth because that is the organ
beautiful moments, experiences, and being unable to put them of speech. As the child gains the nucleus of the ‘ability to_
/‘ into words. The cure for that pain is to share with one who has formulate finite words, he loses the clear, intimate knowledge _
| his or her own inner awareness of such things; then words are . ! of the higher wisdom! Not just s multaneously, but because of
| W - | the gift of speech —being articulate means being able to shrink
‘ ! : L ! th;,g_gs into_definite, bounded form; and that is exactly the
i That is the problem with wofds.\The Maharal explains that : opposite of being able to expand things into their unlimited .

Moshe Rabbeinu (Moses) could not speak well because of this . g_s_ggn_ﬁg_-_And only Im.racle can reconnect the two — n'uragle, or
idea. The conventional understanding is that he suffered from ' fﬂv‘h__ggi’_f;——-———-umm%f
a speecﬂ defect, an imperfection. But the opposite is true: he ¥

could not speak well because of his perfection! He was holding
. in‘a world of truth, where things are grasped as they are,

; . grasped by a pure da'as. Things-grasped thus prophetxca]ly, |
! essentially, could never be shrunk into words! To do so would
be to reduce Divine knowledge to a finite level. Then, after the
+  miracle of the giving of the Torah at Sinai which was exactly that:
a condensmg of the Divine word somehow, miraculously, into
| the words of Torah, Moshe spoke normally!

" Silence develops the deep well of the personality. This is an )
obligation, not a luxtiry. There must always be more to the
personahty than that which can be expressed. If you can sum
| up what you are in a few minutes of talking, you are just that
J —afew sentences frombegm.mng to end. No matter how much
1 is discovered, revealed, there must be infinitely more.’
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"[But] Samuel servcd as an attendam before God .2 lad* with an
ephod of linen belted about him. “His mother would make him a
short robe, which she would bring to him once a year, when she went
up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. ', 3
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15

14 “Make yourself an ark® of cypress* wood. Divide the ark into compart
; ments. Caulk the inside and outside with pitch.* '* This is how you shall con-

struct jt: The ark’s length shall be 300 cubits, its width 50 cubits, and its height . o ; X
80 cubits” '® Make a skylight* for the.ark. Make it slanted, so that it is one 2013 D997 MR 2037 AF 32 L0000 DIV AR 0rYIm Mo 7

cubit [wide] on top* Place the ark’s door on its side. Make a first, second and : - -J22V MY A98n a%anh Try isam navan v
third [deck]. _ W RYOYRY KIN,I0¥YIT 1TIADI A 1D PIOYY TR 091K D137 A3 Al

;NP YT NZIAD NITND PIILAY D21 KIN P AMT 233 Yan Yoreny 1 72792
AT D BY 13D MY 137 N3 1aYn PR YR YaR




619 - .5\«,& - d\o ‘)\9
f make unto you.*= » 21. An altar of earth
thou shalt make unto Me, and shalt sacrifice
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| thereon thy burnt-offerings, and thy peace-
51 offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen ; inevery
i place where I cause My name to be men- "
. | tioned I will come unto thee and bless thee.
) © 22. And if thou make Me an allar of stone,
thou shalt not build it of hewn stones; for
if thou lift up thy tool upon. it, thou hast
profaned it. 23, Neither shalt thou go up
by steps unto Mine altar, that thy nakedness
be not uncovered thereon.
1
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$ Pharaoh’s daughter® went to bathe in the Nile, while her maids walked
along the Nile's edge. She saw the box in the rushes, and sent her slave-girl”
10 fetch it. ® Opening [the box) she saw the boy. The infant began to ary, and
. “she had pity on it. "It is one of the Hebrew boys,” she said.
| ' [The infant's} sister said (0 Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call a
i Hebréw woman to nurse the child for you?”
4Go,” replied Pharaoh’s daughter. The young girl went and got the
child’s own mother. ) :
* **Take this child and nurse it,” said Pharaoh’s daughter to [the mother}.
“1 will pay you a fec.” The woman took the child and nursed it.
‘ ' When the child matured,® [his mother] brought him to Pharaoh's
,W daughter. She adopied him as her own son, and named him Moses (Moshe).*
¥ “1 bore {mashe)* him from the water,” she said. ‘
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10 HASHEM spoke to Moses, saying:
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Passhat Pinkes

1 Phineas, son of Elazar, son of Aaron the Kohgy!

turned back My wrath from upon the Children of Israel, when he zealously avenged Mg

12 Therefore, s3,.

Behold! I give him My covenant of peace. ' And it shall be for him-and his offspring after'h'_,-,l,;
a covenant of eternal priesthood, because He took vengeance for his God, and he atoned for the

|

|

| among them, so | did not consume the Children of Israel in My vengeance.
\ E

|

\

|+ Children of Israel.
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l'-l—.he daughters of Zelophehad, son of Hepher, son of Gilead, son of Machir, son of ”
~Manasseh, of the family of Manasseh son of Joseph drew near — and these are the names

of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah —

2 and they stood before Moses,

3

. before Elazar the Kohen, and before the leaders and the entire assembly at the entrance to the

, Tent of Meéting, saying: 3 “Our father died in the Wilderness, but he was not among the

i assembly that was gathering against HASHEM in the assembly of Korah, but he died of his own
' sin; and he had no son. * Why should the name of our father be omitted from among his family

| because he had no son? Give us a possession among our father's brothers.” ®And Moses
brought their claim before HASHEM. .
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12 HASHEM séid to Moses, “Go up to this mountain of Abarnim and see the Land that I hau;
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gwen to the Children of Israel. 1* You shall ség it and you shall be gathered unto your peoP[e'

\ \you, too, as Aaron your brother was gathered in; 14 because you rebelled against My word i

| 'the Wilderness of Zin, in’ ithe assembly’s strife, to sanctify Me at the water before their eyes. They g o
iwere the waters of strife at Kadesh, in the Wilderness of Zin.” -
| 15 Moses spoke to HASHEM, saying, '¢ “May HAsHEM, God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint 4
man over the assembly, 17 who shall go out before them and comextn before them, who shajj
\take them out and bring them in; and let the assembly of HASHEM not be like sheep that haue -

no shepher

™8 HasHEM said to Moses, “Take to ) yourself Joshua son of Nun, a mi‘:m in whom there is spm

and lean your hand upon him.
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,True, as the
‘Sages say, Moses hoped that just as Zelophehad’s share in
! the Land would go to_his daughters, so would his own son
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* Qur purpose in life, therefore, is 11\0( the acquisition of

1o

s

| possessions; we should not measure our achievement in life by -
| the volume of outer or inner treasures that,we accumulate. Ou: . | of L
I : CO YWY NN M7 0N 0NY DION 1D INIY NN NNND YD Y P

come, what we

life’s mission 1s concerned with what we
et. We

‘make of ourselves, and what we give, not what
‘should_measure our attainments by the extent

t to
fulfill God’s Will with the help of our oute ‘and inner
acquisitions, utilizing every single one Il or large, for trul

human deeds of Divine service, ©ur endeavors to acquire inner

and outer possessions have value only because they provide us
| with the means to perform such deeds. S

/B From the slightest mental faculty, and the nerve ganglia

| which serve it, to the strength of youx hand, with which you

| are able to bring about changes in Creation and to which the

|

f entire realm of natire and every being within your reach are

r subject— iliti ut tools\lent to you, which

{: one day will appear before the throne of God as witnesses for
- = 1 101

| or against you, testifying whether you neglécted the ‘
them W.ell, whether you w_rought blessing with them or curse.
‘ A_ccogdmgly, there is an outer, universally applicable criterion
| by which to judge man’s deeds: whether or not

| to the Will of God. And there is an inner criterion ¥

i

| the sum total of his achj 1 the ap sources
with which he ed, but whether he has ysed

t which to
judge a man’s greatness, which differs from case to %I/
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| them 10, Will, |
Cht f&llows that, in spite of one’s best intentions, his life may : ‘ 4

! be-an utter failure if his actions were not the right ones. On the [ wnnwn 13w 130 W nwn 0 M1 Y INYT IR NUNY A7aph A9 YNDN

| other hand, if a man abided by God’s Law, his life may be | ey un 0373 723 Ty Tiab w9 1B .p11I5 NP FHEMS BmRIAS Sog

} sublimely great even though showing only minor ¥93 nx ooynn MR PR DY AN YIUNY 3NN 1M N30 IND Y1 w0y

4
1 accomplishments, if the means allotted to'him did not permit | 107 01 NANT TN NWND IR NI THPYYY NN MY 195N
| major.ones. Thus happiness and perfection consist of using al] 5 .

Lone’s outer and jnner possessions in fullest measure according -
o God’s Will—which alone is what makes man great.”

ain T
/' ' Thus compréehended, the purpose of man can be attained by

anyone, at any time, with his individual measure of strength
and means. Whoever, in his lifetinie, fi - the “Wi

| toward the creatures brought into his orbit, ‘wronging none,

’

4y '

‘ “The angel jn charge of man’s coming into existence, ” says
one of our Sages,® “takes the seed which is to develop into a
hum being, brings it before the Holy One, Whose Will all
beings serve,® and asks, “This seed—what shall become of it in
life?_Shall the human being growing from it b weak

wise or simple, rich or poor? But he shiether he
ple, poor’ / .

1

i

%)

| "assisting each one to the best of his ability to reac oal . shalf be * s
: - ) ~= be ‘good or bad,’ for everything d Go.
| that I it—he was truly a man; he expressed " Zexcept for the fear of God” xcept the fai od o

Pne's duty, with the means granted to him, Thus let us not
Jjudge man by all those things that are not really in his hands
but, rather, by that which God put entirely in his control and

f justice and love in his life. His ‘entire life, all of himself; his

/ thoughts, feelings, speech and action—even his business

| transactions and personal enjoyments—represented service of

i God. Such a life transcends all vicissitudes.® Whether in luxury ; & v
h - ! : - wh 5 N y - .
or privation, abundance or want, whether with tears of joy or , Go:i‘:h' therefore’.;"(.—::_n alone constitute hl-sx greatness—his fear of

of sorrow, such 4 human personality, unchanging almost like . i .

God, sees in every new blessing; as in every loss, merely s o p
another challenge to tackle anew the same unchanging task. . g

‘.H i ASHEM spoke to Moses, saying: 2 Command the Children ofL’Israel and say to them: My ‘

»

offering, My food for My fires, My satisfying aroma, shall you be scrupulous to offer to Me
jin its appointed time. 3 And you shall say to them: This is the fire-offering that you are to offer
3 ito HASHEM: male lambs in their first year, unblemishg_d,_two a day, as a continual elevation-
/ - offering. * - : : - A
Se = Ry
" When Moses beseeched God to éppoihg’a new leader, God
said, “While you charge Me regarding My children, why do
you not charge My children regarding Me, that they not
revolt against Me or exchange My service for.that of idols?”
Consequently, God commanded Moses regardirg the offer-
ings (Rashi). _

g

2. This verse is a general introduction to the series of
offerings that follow. God refers to the blood that is placed
upon the Altar as My offering; the parts that are burned on
the Altar as My food; and everything else that is burned as
for My fires. The satisfying aroma refers to the satisfaction
that God feels, as it were, “That | spoke and My will has been
"done.”
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